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Description automatically generated]TITLE:  Production Manager/Maintenance Technician
LOCATION: East Canaan, CT

PAY RATE: salary commensurate with experience
IS NOW HIRING
Interested applicants: submit cover letter and resume to info@cowpots.com
CowPots is a family-owned business located in East Canaan, CT. In 2005, dairy farmers Matt and Ben Freund began this start up business when they realized the potential to turn the dairy farm’s byproduct, manure, into value added biodegradable planting pots. The CowPots factory is located on the dairy farm and currently manufactures 14 styles of horticultural pots as well as custom shapes. CowPots is at the forefront of producing renewable, recycled and sustainable alternatives to plastic and peat. You can learn more about CowPots at www.cowpots.com.
JOB DESCRIPTION
CowPots Production Plant Operation and Maintenance
· Troubleshoot mechanical, electrical, pneumatic, and hydraulic systems using schematics, technical drawings and testing equipment
· Repair equipment, fixtures, systems, conveyors, and other equipment at facility
· Modify, lubricate, diagnose, and operate equipment
· Maintain industrial control systems
· Work independently and with other team members to complete repairs in a safe and timely manner
· Fabrication and assembly activities include, but are not limited to, pressing, tapping, welding, sealing, labeling, stamping, counting, loading and unloading products and cartons and pallets.
· Uses a variety of hand tools, screw drivers, tapping machines, automatic and semi-automatic machinery. Makes minor adjustments on assembling and packaging machines and small hand tools to maintain quality.
· Records, maintains, and reports on materials handled, packed, stored, or transported using applicable company systems.
· Maintains equipment and materials in good repair and maintains an orderly work area.
· Complies with all OSHA safety and Company safety procedures and works in a safe manner to insure both personal safety and safety to others.

Manage Manure System
· Transport of manure from dairy barn to anaerobic methane digester. Conduct routine maintenance of truck.
· Understand and manage methane digester which includes blower maintenance, screw press separators, variety of pumps and heat pipe lines.
· Compost barrel maintenance and upkeep
· Transport of composted solids to CowPots factory and covered storage using skidsteer. 
Special Projects (seasonally, during CowPots non-production season)
· Farmland Restoration and Maintenance
· Clean hedgerows, Plant trees, Clear land

Desired Skills of applicant:
· Ability (or willingness to learn) to read and interpret schematics: electrical, hydraulic, and pneumatic
· Must be able to use basic hand tools and measuring instruments.
· Experience (or willingness to learn) with: conventional, special purpose, and NC machines; manual lathes; millers; grinders; drill presses; and band saws. 
· Skilled in the use of shop equipment such as hydraulic and mechanical presses, bench grinder, drill press, mill and lathe, and assorted power tools.
· Experience with the following technologies:
· Variable frequency drive (VFD), servo drives, and servo motor
· Rotary equipment such as rotary press or filler
· Kawasaki Robots
· HVAC including chillers and/or air compressors
· Prior work experience in a maintenance environment or an Associate Degree in a maintenance-related field; OR 2-4 years equivalent combination of education and experience in manufacturing/machining training.
· Toolmaking experience a plus.


Essential Mental Functions:
· Effective communication of issues and solutions to cross-functional team members.
· Strong communication and interpersonal skills.
· Must be able to solve mathematical equations.
· Must have good organizing and prioritization skills.

Essential Physical Functions:
Physical Activity
· Bending body downward/forward by bending spine at the waist
· Extending hand(s) and arm(s) in any direction
· Standing, particularly for sustained periods of time
· Raising objects from a lower to a higher position or moving objects horizontally
· Applying pressure to an object with the fingers and palm
· Applying substantial movement/motion of the wrists, hands, and/or fingers in a repetitive manner

Physical Requirements
· Exerting up to 40 pounds of force occasionally, and/or up to 20 pounds of force frequently, and/or a negligible amount of force constantly to move objects. Using arm/leg controls requiring exertion of forces greater than that required for sedentary work.
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